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Presidentôs Message 

IUBMB aims to promote research and education in           
Biochemistry and Molecular Biology.  In this regard, over the 
years we have channelled great efforts into the  research 
aspects of our science. We now consider it timely to turn our 
attention to educational  initiatives. 

To address this aim and in collaboration with FEBS, we are organising a          
conference on Education in Biochemistry and Molecular Biology, to be held in  
Rehovot (Israel) in September 2017. The conference seeks to provide a think-tank 
setting in which to draw up ideas to improve the current approach to  teaching 
these subjects, and to  generate a series of recommendations to be shared with 
the educational community. In this regard, this conference will serve to propel the 
changes that are required to bring education in biochemistry and molecular biology 
at all levels into the 21st century. 

Another important aspect of education is to provide young scientists from         
developing countries the opportunity to attend international congresses and    
meetings. IUBMB is firmly committed to this endeavour and devotes significant 
financial resources to this end. Given that the number of applications from   African 
countries is very low, I wish to encourage our young African colleagues to apply 
and benefit from IUBMB travel awards and Wood-Whelan fellowships. 

IUBMB is also launching a new activity, namely Focused Meetings. This initiative 
seeks to bring scientists together to discuss cutting-edge advances in a given field. 
IUBMB will be the main sponsor of these gatherings and will provide funds to   
facilitate attendance by young scientists. I urge you to keep abreast of the news 
regarding these events and to participate. 

These are exciting times for the Molecular Life Sciences, and IUBMB is set to  
embrace the challenges that lie ahead. 

Finally, it is with great sadness that I report the recent passing of three stalwart 
supporters of the IUBMB for many years:  Osamu Hayaishi (President, 1973-
1976), E.C. (Bill) Slater (Treasurer, 1971-1979, and President, 1988-1991), and 
Jacques-Henry Weil (General Secretary, 2000-2009).  Obituaries of Professors 
Hayaishi and Slater are reprinted in this newsletter.  Since Professor Weil passed 
away very recently, on October 5, his obituary will be included in the next IUBMB 
newsletter. 

Joan J. Guinovart, PhD 

President, IUBMB 
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IUBMB 2016 Conference in           

Vancouver, Canada 

The Canadian Society for Molecular Biosciences (CSMB) 
served as the national host for the 2016 IUBMB conference, 
in partnership with IUBMB and the Pan-American           
Association for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 
(PABMB). The conference was held July 17-21 at the    
Vancouver Convention Centre, located on the waterfront of 
the beautiful Vancouver Harbour, adjacent to the main   
Vancouver downtown area, Stanley Park and with a great 
view of the nearby Coastal Mountain range. 

Over 500 researchers from around the world attended this 
meeting, representing more than 50 countries. Canadians 
amounted to almost 40% of the attendees, and participation 
was especially strong from Pacific Rim nations, including 49 
from Latin America and 113 from Asia and Australia. We 
were very pleased by a high level of engagement with the 
special Young Scientistsô Program, and had 38 graduate or 
postdoctoral researchers attending both the main            
conference, plus a special pre-meeting series of YSP 
events conducted at the University of British Columbia  
campus. This included very popular shared presentations 
on research being conducted by the trainees, plus career 
counselling and tours of research facilities. Travel support 
for many of these students was provided through a        
generous contribution by the Tang Prize Foundation, plus 
YSP funding through IUBMB. 

The main conference was structured around 8 Plenary  
sessions, plus 28 Concurrent Sessions and 4 special     
purpose Workshops. Special invited speakers included two 
Nobel Laureates: Drs. Harald zur Hausen, Deutsches 
Krebsforschungszentrum and Andrew 
Fire, Stanford University, who spoke 
about their work in the areas of       
nutritional risk factors for cancer and 
regulatory RNA, respectively. We also 
had 5 Gairdner award winning     
speakers, including Drs. Tom Pollard 
(Yale University),  Michael Young 
(Rockefeller University), Tak Mak 
(University of Toronto), Ulrich Hartl 
(Max Planck Institute) and Nahum 
Sonenberg (McGill University). In    
addition, there were 2 winners of 
IUBMB Conference Award speakers 
(Drs. Alexandra Newton, University of 
California, San Diego; and Nahum 
Sonenberg, McGill University) and 5 
CSMB award winners (Drs. Morag 
Park, McGill University; Laurence 
Pelletier, University of Toronto; Filip 
van Petegem, University of British  
Columbia; Esther Verheyen, Simon   
Fraser University; and Gerry Wright, 
McMaster University). Topics that were 
covered by these and many other 
speakers were under the main        
conference themes of Signalling    
Pathways in Development, Disease 
and Aging, and included sessions on 
Membrane Proteins and Channels, 

Cancer Signalling Pathways, Regulation of RNA and     
Proteins, Signalling and Immune Function, Circadian 
Rhythms, Cell Death and Aging, plus many others. 

Workshops were very well attended, and included sessions 
on Education in the Biochemical Sciences, the Art of      
Science Communication, an Update on Research Funding, 
and Writing Skills in Science. Not only was this an IUBMB 
Conference, it also served as the annual conference for 
both CSMB and PABMB, plus it provided a venue for the 
Annual General Meetings for the latter two Societies.      
Finally, the conference benefited greatly from over 50    
exhibitors and sponsors, with booth spaces that operated in 
the same hall as the many poster presentations and where 
coffee breaks and refreshments were provided. 

In summary, we were extremely pleased with the very high 
quality of the science that was presented at this meeting 
and with the high level of international participation.          
Dr. Jorge Babul, Past-President of PABMB, indicated that 
when he attends these conferences he often feels like a 
warrior on behalf of science, fighting to keep the traditions 
of open communication, funding and international          
excellence moving forward. The next IUBMB Congress will 
be held in Seoul, Korea, in 2018, and we wish our           
colleagues there every success in maintaining those same 
traditions. 

Randal N. Johnston, PhD 

General Secretary, 

Canadian Society for Molecular Biosciences 

IUBMB 2016 Conference Chair 

Stanley Park, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada 
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Mohamad Gad, The German University, Cairo, Egypt (centre) 

with Joan Guinovart, IUBMB President (left) and Andy Wang, 

IUBMB President-Elect (right) at the IUBMB booth during the 

Vancouver Conference 

Nahum Sonenberg, McGill University, Montreal (centre), after 

delivering the IUBMB Lecture entitled ñDysregulation of 

mRNA translation by signalling pathways in cancer and     

neurodevelopmental diseasesò at the 16th IUBMB Conference 

in Vancouver, pictured with Joan Guinovart (left) and Israel 

Pecht, Secretary General of FEBS (right)  

Alexandra Newton, University of California, San  Diego, 

after delivering the EC (Bill) Slater Lecture entitled 

ñReversing the paradigm: Protein kinase C as a tumor 

suppressorò at the 16th IUBMB Conference in            

Vancouver, pictured with Joan Guinovart 

Susan Taylor, University of California, San Diego (left) 

after delivering the Ed Wood Lecture entitled ñPKA: 

Dynamic assembly of macromolecular signaling        

complexesò at the 40th Anniversary Congress of the 

Croatian Society of Biochemistry and Molecular Biology 

in Split, Croatia, receiving the IUBMB Medal and       

Certificate from Zrinka Kovarik, President of the Society  

Nekpen Erhunse (left) and Stella Olubodun (right) from the 

University of Benin, Nigeria at the poster session with Michael 

Walsh, IUBMB General Secretary (centre) during the         

Vancouver Conference  




