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You Will Get a Scholarship — Here’'s Why

Just like many of us, you have probably looked at a scholarship and thought:
“Yeah, that’'s not for me.."

I'm not someone who gets lucky.
I'm not an A-grade student.

This requires too much time & effort.

Many assume scholarships are only for prodigies with their entire future
mapped out - anyone else has to invest a significant amount of work to stand
a chance.

However, this is simply not true — in the U.S. alone, over $100 million in
scholarship money goes unclaimed every year. Think how much more this
would be if we considered the entire world!

This guide will dispel your misconceptions about scholarships, and show how
to find the right one for you. And if you're not sure where to start, there’s even
an overview at the end to help!



“Applying Isn’t Worth It”

What distinguishes future scholarship recipients from those that will never get
one is that that scholarships are the best way to enhance your professional

but also personal life.

Think beyond the dollars—a scholarship means being able to study abroad,
make new experiences and build your network.
A scholarship is your springboard to seeing the world.

Of course, scholarships can also mean access to unique work experiences as

well as cutting-edge instruments.
In some way, a scholarship means you fund your own research.
While this may seem like something that only professors running labs need to

think about, a scholarship allows you to step into their world. It's your ticket to

doing things you might not otherwise be able to!
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The Time-Effort Conundrum

Getting a scholarship can initially appear daunting—there seems to be
endless eligibility requirements, essay prompts, and deadlines.

To do all of this on top of studying or working as well?
Who has the time for all that?

However, a large proportion of this fear and dread comes from inexperience
with the scholarship process.

For instance, not every scholarship application has to be carefully crafted over
weeks and weeks of hard work.

On top, at some point you can hobble together application from parts of old,

reworded applications. The first application is always the most difficult..
For those who are new to applying for scholarships, this may sound dubious.
Moreover, for many newcomers it seems like a ot of austere, tedious

paperwork. However, while you might need to google the physical address of
your university, for the rest there is a better attitude:



Scholarship applications are just a slightly complicated way to tell people
what your dreams are, and how this money could help you achieve them.

Once you find an aspect you enjoy about writing a scholarship, you will finish

your first draft in just a few hours.

To get the ball rolling, take a look at this simple Key-Structure Framework and

answer these based on your own experiences.

The Key-Structure Framework

Every scholarship application requires you to submit documents on three
common key topics.
You can use this to complete 80% of the work just by organizing your thoughts

while choosing the right scholarship.

1. Why do you want this scholarship?

When you think about what you would do with a scholarship, what's the first
vision that comes to mind? Analyze those thoughts and extract what
motivates you. Based on that, you will find the right scholarship for you, and

have all the “motivation” parts of a scholarship already covered.

Indeed, these aspirations and motivations are exactly what judges want to
hear. They want to reward individuals with a drive—to learn new methods, to
conduct outstanding research, or to grow as a person by experiencing
another culture.

2. What do you want to work on?
Just think about what brings you closer to your dream. Which scientific
questions do you want to answer? Which methods do you want to learn?




Be precise. Imagine yourself doing the work. This is one of the most exciting
parts—daydream your workday, then write it out. This forms the basis of the
common “project proposal” question in applications, but without the boring
technical slang. You can add that later with ChatGPT.

3. What makes you a good fit?

Let us rephase this question: Why are you passionate about researching a
certain topic or learning these methods? Outlining your past, i.e, the
experiences that led you to this point are the simple solution. You don't need to
be perfect or have an earth-shattering achievement.

Instead, focus on the skills, experiences, and personal qualities that make you
the right person to work on this project. If you could see all the applications
that come in, you'd realize that many judges don't look for the most
outstanding students—they search for the right fit. Maybe you've led a project,
volunteered, overcome challenges, or shown resilience in tough situations.
Scholarship committees aren't just looking for what you've done, but who you
are and how you think.

You see, 80% of the application process can be done without any technical,
tedious work.

However, we guess that you might still have doubts. Perhaps even after
defining a clear goal and reframing your way of thinking about “the
paperwork”, you carry uncertainties about your true worth.




Are You "Scholarship-Worthy"?

Yes, you are.

Let's be real: if you had achievements that revolutionized your field, and

published dozens of papers, you wouldn't need a scholarship anymore.

In other words, most scholarships don’t require you to be exceptional—they
just need you to be a good fit.

The thought of competing against hundreds (or thousands) of other
applicants can be intimidating. However, resolving two misconceptions will
take away this anxiety:

A) Everyone feels like you: As a result, only a small number of people
actually apply. You're not competing with thousands of people—you're
competing with a handful of well-matched applicants.

B) A rejection is not a judgment of your personality: You're not submitting
your personality—you're submitting a proposal for a potential project. Of
course, the application asks about your skills, experiences, and attitude.

However, the judges will never assess your entire personality. They're



reading a few hundred words and maybe speaking with you for 30
minutes. That's it.

Many people put scholarships on a pedestal, thinking they require enormous
effort and carry high stakes. The opposite is true.

Most people work themselves emotionally up about the application, therefore,
they have no energy left to feel inspired about the actual research.

One last time: normal people get scholarships. You probably know someone in
your family who has received some kind of scholarship.

And if not? Here are some exemplary stories, demonstrating that anyone has a
shot at

‘| often see many of my international colleagues going to
conferences around the world, presenting their research, making
professional connections.

I'm really happy for them, but as a scientist from a remote country with very
low funding, it's not as easy for me to go to the same events.

When a large, international conference in my field was coming up, |

found out that they had travel grants for researchers from middle to low
socio-economic countries. | applied, outlining my research and plans at
the conference, and in a few weeks, | received it! It was so great to see
so many researchers that | have only previously read papers from, and
to have long, productive conversations with them in real life. This grant
allowed me to meet people | would otherwise never be able to.”




"—\‘ “| always knew that | wanted to work in microbiology.
zP b

&_. However, | didn't know anyone in the field, and | needed both
l

7 financial and professional support to navigate this field. Searching
around, | found several NGOs online supporting students to study how the
microbiome impacts human health. They scheduled an interview with me,
where | discussed my passions and how | could engage with this society.

Soon after, | was fortunate enough to receive a stipend to undertake a
research-focused bachelor's degree! Not only has this allowed me to pursue
my dream career, but the NGO also helped me connect with many like-
minded microbiology students and researchers!

| L “I've always wanted to travel the world, so an overseas PhD

E always on top of my priority list.
4

After applying to a few programs, | was fortunately accepted to
one in Switzerland, where | would have a salaried position there. Not worrying
about money while studying was great of course, but the initial cost of moving
there from Australia was still immense and a source of stress.

After searching around, | found out that there were scholarships just for
covering moving costs for study purposes, and my university provided one

such scholarship to support their alumni.

One short application later, | received enough funds to pay for my flight
tickets and to move all my belongings with me to Switzerland. Receiving
this kind of support meant that | could achieve my goals of conducting
cutting edge research while seeing things beyond my imagination!”
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How to Find the Perfect Scholarship for You

Still, is there one scholarship that fits your individual aspirations?

Yes! There are scholarships for people at different stages, with different
strengths, and for different purposes.

Contrary to common perception, scholarships come in all shapes and sizes—
whether for top academic performance, learning new methods, conducting
experiments, or even supporting leadership, creativity, and volunteering.

How should you find the right one for you without spending hours searching?
Our decision tree will help you narrow down the exact types of scholarships

you should be looking for.
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What's Next?

Now that you have an idea of the scholarships available, how can you find
more that can help you achieve your goals?

Here's the perfect strategy to help you find the best scholarship for you, all of
which can be done in under ten minutes:

Conduct Targeted Google Searches: You can use “speech marks” to limit
google searches to contain the exact phrase within your speech marks. You
can also restrict the types of sites that you want to look at with “site:”. You
can also filter out articles with certain words with dashes (-).

Look at these examples.

Example I: If you're pursuing studies in molecular biology or biochemistry, and
only want to search organisations or educational sites, type this in Google:
‘molecular biology’ OR "biochemistry” scholarships site:.org OR siteiedu

Example 2: If you you want to find scholarships in Australia, but do not want to
look for PhD scholarships, type this into Google:
‘scholarships for international students” Australia -PhD -doctor



Follow International and Professional Societies

Many academic and professional organizations offer scholarships to students
within their field. For example, the International Union for Biochemistry and
Molecular Biology (IJUBMB) provides various funding opportunities. Visit their
Twitter/X, Linkedin, or join the mailing list for upcoming scholarships.

To find other societies, here’s a quick search query to help you out. Change it

to fit your interests and region:
"computational” OR "bioinformatics" society Europe site:.org OR
site:.edu

Moreover, there exists several scholarship databases to streamline your
search. Some require a paid subscription, but some just need a free sign up, or
nothing at all. International Student is one such database where you can
search for relevant scholarships in seconds.

Additionally, Social media can be a powerful tool to discover and receive
timely updates on scholarship opportunities.

Follow societies that you share interests with, universities you want to study in,
or organisations/people that give/share scholarships.

Often, research organizations and societies post about previous awardees — if
you read the post you will figure out whether this scholarship might fit you too.

So, there you have it.
You now know how to find the perfect scholarship for you, and are equipped to
apply for it and get it. The key? Just doing it!


https://x.com/iubmb_trainee?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.linkedin.com/in/iubmb-trainee-initiative-57733a2b3/
https://iubmb.us20.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=79bcba444bd8ec3aa9e0686d7&id=7e482f8db0
https://www.internationalstudent.com/scholarships/

